
From Andrew Q, 1 Dec 2014 with two attachments. 

Attached is a document I found with information about Chloe Hodges, wife of Jacob Vanvolkenburgh.  

I’ve transcribed it below with my comments on each section.  The page is one of many pages that were 

submitted by William Preston as evidence for deserving a war pension.  The other pages do not refer to 

anything of particular interest. 

 Andrew 

 "I was born in Dutchess County State of New York - my father's name was Timothy 

Hodges when I was a child we moved up to Albany County to a place called 

Maloomicock...” 

I’m sure that this place is Walloomsac, in the northern part of Hoosick.  I was there this past summer at 

the battlefield where Chloe’s father, Timothy Hodges, was captured in 1777.  The battlefield is on a hill 

rising above a point on the Walloomsac River, where Timothy was likely stationed with other local 

loyalists.  The battlefield is within the Walloomsac Patent. 

 “when I was probably about ten or twelve years old...” 

 Given the date 1782 mentioned later in the document, the age listed puts Chloe’s birthdate at about 

1770 to 1772. 

 “my parents let me go...” 

 We know her father died in 1777, five years before the event she recounts in this document.  This 

suggests Chloe’s mother, Meribah, remarried after Timothy Hodges died. 

 “and visit my sister that was married who lived in Cambridge...” 

 The sister would be Rachel Hodges, who was married in Cambridge in 1775 to Hezekiah Mosher. 

 “about three miles from my fathers...” 

 Before 1815, the town[ship] of Cambridge included what is now the town[ship] of White Creek.  This 

means White Creek’s current border with Hoosick was once the border between Cambridge and 

Hoosick.  Hoosick contains Walloomsac, which is where Chloe indicates they lived.  Therefore, it is 

entirely reasonable that it actually was indeed three miles between Rachel’s and Timothy’s homes, even 

though Walloomsac and Cambridge are now in different counties.  It appears to be just about three 

miles between the battlefield and the hamlet of White Creek, where the Quakers had their meeting 

house.  (I was at this location in July, and all that remains there is the cemetery.)  Coincidentally, in the 

records for this meeting house we find Jacob Vanvolkenburgh, but he is the one who married Sarah Van 

Ness, and is not Chloe’s husband.  This Jacob’s daughter Sarah was baptised in 1791 in what is now the 

settlement of North Hoosick, a few kilometres west of the battlefield. 

 “whilst I was at my sisters it appears that there was a man by the Name of Nicholas 

Mosher formerly from that place that I had been acquainted with...” 

  



This is likely the Nicholas Mosher who is listed in online trees as an uncle of Rachel’s husband Hezekiah.  

Nicholas was supposedly married in Cambridge in 1774. 

“he was then from Canada recruiting and kept secreted nigh where my sister lived in the 

bush...” 

 Nicholas supposedly died in Ontario in 1835.  I haven’t verified this. 

 “and as my Brother in law was a Tory he supplied Mosher with provisions - my sister 

made some provision ready and sent me with a bundle to the bush where they was giving 

me directions where to go and what to say when I came to the place I found said Mosher 

William Preston Jonathan Tallman men that I was well acquainted with and I think another 

stranger...” 

 Hezekiah Mosher’s mother was Elizabeth Preston, so William Preston was likely a relative. 

 “they emptied my budget of provision and I returned back to the house - and in the 

evening they all came to the house and slept through the dead of the night - and I was 

informed that Preston Tallman with others went with Nicholas Mosher to Canada - I think it 

must be in the year 1782 sometime after Harvest  

 

-- Sir I subscribe myself by my then Maiden Name && Chloe Hodges. 

Augusta 

15 April 1835 

To Mr Isaac Plumb Snr Prescott" 

This indicates that Chloe lived until at least 1835.  Her husband Jacob Vanvolkenburgh had lived in 

Murray Twp. and died there about 1828.  If Chloe went to Murray with her husband, she must have 

moved back to Augusta after her husband died, though this seems odd given that none of her children 

were likely there.  Her brother Timothy was still in Augusta in 1835. 

 

----------------------------- 

 

"United States Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Warrant Applications, 1800-1900," 

database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NSCQ-DMH), Chloe Hodges, pension 

number S. 40299, service Continental New York War Of 1812; from "Revolutionary War Pension and 

Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files," database and images, Fold3.com (http://www.fold3.com : n.d); 

citing NARA microfilm publication M804 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 

Administration, 1974); FHL microfilm 971,972. 
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